
Chapter 10. Verbs: Modals 

Exercise 1. Rewrite the following sentences using can, may or 
could as suitable: 

Example. Would you mind if I use your telephone? (informal) 

Can I use your telephone? 

1. You are permitted to skip this class. (formal)

2. Would you mind giving me a lift to the station? (very polite)

3. We let him visit us any time he likes. (informal)

4. Is it all right if I go home now? (friendly)

5. She was allowed to buy the books she liked. (informal)

Exercise 2. A. In these sentences, replace be able to and be 
capable of by can or could: 

1. An owl is able to see in the dark.

2. Neeraj is now able to speak English fluently.

3. I know I was weak and was not capable of hitting back.

4. Alexander was not able to return to his motherland.

5. Leander was capable of beating all the French players.
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